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s book s the confnuation of the
research project about “Gender,
|stam and Modemizaton- |stanbul and
Teheran, the 19205 to 1990s", which
was camed out al the Department of
M‘ ’. m- uuiﬂuﬁtﬂ.

mutual relation between the utopian and the
real societies results in that the viopian ideals
compete with the present siluation in society. The
competition becomes even more strong when the
dissatisfaction among the people is large and
intensive. Thas competition between the differem
(utopian and real) socicties gives people strength
and creaics hopes and encrgy in order to change
the dominaled present situation into a new future.
In this meaning. uiopia funclions as a symbolic
road 1o the future. This 1s ofien used as a symbolic
ground to the moral rules of the people, such as
what is right and what is wrong. In thal way, the
utopia, the imaginary ideal society, 15 transformed
mto an important factor for the organization of the
social life of people. Therefore. the study of the
structure of utopia and i1s content and changes give
the knowledge about the changes of society and
social life. This is the reason for the inlerest of
social scientists in the study of utopia.



A summary of the book's content

his book describes the belief of the ulopia ideal society in Iran and

its roles in the social life of people. It tells how changes in the
social life characterize the ideal view and how the change in the
content of the ideal view has repercussions in the relations in society.
The book s discusston about the mulual imerplay between the belief in
the 1deal and the existing society leads a point of view of the hustorical
perspective lo a deep analysis of  the socio- economic, cultural and
political changing in [ran during the last decades (chapicr 4).

he general ideal aboul the future is responsible for the core of the

ncw ideologies and thoughts. 1t is often expressed through new
philosophues, new religious and new pohitical and cullural conceplions
and realuzations, By thas. the wiopian ideal view of sociely 15 formed
inio the real social life. In this way the utopia is constluted a source of
new social thoughts The history of the utopian believe in Europe and
its repercussion in social life and social relations during the last
cenuries are an example of this.
But the conversion from the wiopian 1o the rcal social hic i1s oficn
stopped by hicrarchical and 1otalitanian social orders. Due 10 this, the
utopian ideal will become a central meaning for the people when it is
not possible to express the ideas in the socicty. Tias is also the reason
why the utopian ideal about the prospenity of the future sociely plays
even more active roles in the preseni totalitanian socictics. This
explans the strong characier of the wtopian idcals in the [ranian
sociefy. when there 15 an histonical traditional inheritance that “Ome
loses ones green head for ones red tongue” (Irnian proverb) {chapter
1.

ccording to the book, the Shia- Islamic cullure and traditions lic

as the ground for most of the ideas about the ulopian society in
Iran. During many years. the people in Iran have been influenced by
the beliel in a “just ideal socicty”. thal according 1o the Shia- Muslims
belief. will be created through the revelation of the Shiite 12th Imam.
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According (o this belicfl | this revelation 15 in i foundation obligatory
and detcrmined. The Shia- fslamuc ideal socicty. the so called
“Ulimate Society” {Akhar-¢ Zaman), a5 well as its obligatory and
determined characier, give people, 10 its tum. the thought that all
aspects of the Life are under # continuous process of change, That is.
“Life is like running watcr in a stream and all the aciual present
situations arc tlemporary and unrcliable.” According 1o this belief, the
utopian “Ullimatc Socicty”™ will be bwlt up at the end of the
continuous and definile process of change.

The Ullimate Socicly belongs only 1o the exposed Shia- Muslims and
it will give them all that can be found in a heavenly paradise. the so
called utopian drcam coumtry. The belicf in the Shia- Islamic
“Ultimaie Socicty™ i1s often uscd by the cxposed people in order 1o
compensale for the difficult sitvation in the  hicrarchical and
totalitanan Iranian socicty (chapter 1. 2).

ul if the Shusm represents the “lranization™ of Islam, the belicl in
the vtopian Shia- Islamic “Ultimale Sociely” is buili up also on
the historical struggle between the differemt social groups in the post-
Islamic hicrarchical Persian/ Irmaruan socicty. The ideal society ol the
Mazdakists was one of the first that lived as a wtopia for hundreds

years.
Maxdak led a deep revolution that had as a purpose 1o transform all
the “injustice”™ in the past- Islamic [ranian socicty 1o “justice”. The
king and the people in the caste and the Zoroastrian rehigious leaders.
as well as the hoghest anistocrals had monopelized all resources from
the agriculooral activities and trade. to slaves and women. The
anstocrals owned so many women that the poor had such difficult
conditions 10 accepl in order to be able to rent their women and slaves
dunng a cenain period. The king kept all of the agriculural products
after the harvest, while many poor people died of hunger,

Mazdak asked the king aboul how would a man be treated if he had
the medicine o the save another from a snake- bite but he would
rcfusc to give it. The king answered. that the man should be pumshed
with dcath. As a result, Mavdak led the hungers 10 confiscaie the kings
granancs, since he would have been pumshed in case of he would
refuse the poor their living. As a conscquence, Mazdak forced the
king 1o accept the “equality” and “fraternity” of the citizens. as well as
the shanng of every thing cven of the women in the castle.
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However. from then on the anstocrats refused to accept the
consequences of the Mazdakists “just society”. The conflict became
more and more difficult. The Mazdakists were attacked and many
thousands ol them lost their Lives in a single day. As a result, the old
Persian  anstocratic systcm had retumed. The old iradiions where
oncc again put into practice and the old hierarchical work distribution
was proclaimed sacred by the Zoroastrain religious lcaders, In spite of
all these, the thought of a “just socicty” and “cquality” survived
among the exposed people.

This thought was inherited from gencration Lo generation and it was
restructured and rencwed and repeated dunng different times. As a
resull. the Mardakisis ~just sociely” survived as an uiopian dream for
the future, during many hundreds of yvears. The struggle between
anstocrals and the exposed in Iran, has been going on during the long
Iranian history and the Mardakists conditions, as the ground 1o the
future deal society, is aclualized and renewed again and again
{chapter 2.3).

slam and its original idcal society fitted well in the old past- Islamic
utopian perspective in Iran. The organization of the [slamic society
was however built upon the “inequality” between the different groups,
among others between
Muslims and atheists,
Muslim and non- Muslim,
masicrs and slaves.
the rich and the poor. and belween
man and women.
In spite of this. the Islamic religious “fralermity” and “equality”
resecmbled the defeated Mavdakismm and its uwtopian social ideals.
Therefore, the Islamic paradisc. both the heavenly and the worldly,
was casily lumed inlo a new wiopian social ideal in Imn,

But n did not a long time before the traditions of “real Islam™
manifested, and dissolved the “ideal Islam™ and its wonderful hopes
and greal expectations among the people. This led the wopian shia-
Islamic “Ultimate Society”™ (Akher- ¢ Zaman) to anse and replace the
beliel of both the heavenly and the worldly Istamic paradise. As a
result. the different social wtopias, 1.¢. the utopia from the real
raditional dominatcd Islam and the utopia from the oppositional Shia-



Islam. struggled agamnst cach other dunng many hundreds of years.
Many died in the long strugels in order to reach the new Shia- Islamic
ulopian socicly (Chapier 3

The stroggle was sometimes suceessful and it gave at times the shiite
lcaders the state power in fran. but this did not ginve possibilities for
the creation of the Shiite “just wdeal socrets™ The Shia- Islamic
oppositional ideal “Ultimate Sooiets . that belonged 10 the exposed
people was confronted cye to eve agunst the “stately Shia- Islamic
ideal “Ultimate Society”™. The confhict between the differem ideas
concerning the wopian Shis- lslamic “Ulumaie Socicty™ was also
apparcnl during the modem constiutional revolution, that was turned
into a new wlopian social idcal for the people in the cities in Iran in
the beginning of the twenticth century.

he time had come for the urban people and the middle class to

hold the banner for the ideal socicty and design its archifecture in
Iran. The modernization of (he Iranian citics resulied in the creation of
new social groups. The contact with the world around and Europe
imflucnced the content of the modem social ideal in Iran, New
thoughts and ideologics were diffused in the country. The utopian
view of the imponed modern sysiems, capitalism, communism and
socialism, were mixed with the old Iranian thoughi about the “just”
Iranian society. From the 1920°s the new social sitwation restructured
both the Shia- Islamic and the non- religious modern architectures of
the utopian ideal socicly in Iran. time afier time (chapter 4).

1 the same time the retumm o the old ideals creatcd positive

eclings. among some of the urban people. to return to their old
roots. In thal way, a ncw Iranian social ideal. that could only be
reached by destroving the dominating modem social model, was
created.
The 1979 revolution. was (he answer to the general wish to build up
the new lranian utopian socicty with different structures, from the
different models ol the Shia- [slamic “just” "Uliimate Society” to the
diffcremt models of the “Iranizated” modern capitalist and/ or
"eommunist- socialist” ulopia. The revolution showed how the
differcnt wtopian socicties were united and designed into a social
utopia. that was bwild upon “justice”, "equality” and “freedom™. This
corrcsponded to the old lranian/ Persian social ideal about “justice,
Iraternity and equality” (chapter 4)




associaiion between different social ideals as well as the retom

1o the old roots, casilv Islarmzed the dominated general vlopia in

Iran. This was also onc of the central reasons thai gave the leaders for

the traditional Islam. who represented the Fundamentalistic Shia-

Islamisi utopian society. the so called “the exposed peoples stalc

power”, (Hukumel-¢c Mustazafan). the possibility to dissolve the semi-
modern and the semi- 1raditional Iranian regime.

'1"1:4: victory of the fundamentalistic social ideal was felt like an
canthquake by the pcople that were looking for the “just”
“Uliimate Societv”. The western world's integration with the
fundamantalist regime in Iran. as well as the fall of the Soviet Union,
was felt by many, specially by the modern stratum of the urban
society as the sccond and third carthquake in this wtopian field. This
crealed a new disappoiniment and hopelessness to the modern stratum
of the urban middlc class in Iran. This disappointment, as well as the
dominaung dystopia, led many groups 1o tum their back against the
utopian social ideal about a “just” collective life,

Therefore, many lost their belief about the i1deal society as well as
their guide for the future. Many lost their moral guideline The
traditional deep rooted belicl in the utopian dream socicty in Iran. led
to the disappearance of the utopian view as a resull. As a result, many
people lost their identity and consequently, they were nol able to
cvaluate their actions and to plan their future.

he disappearance of the uvtepian view shll deeply marks the

Iranian urban muddle class, as well as their cthic and moral rules
and this influences further their social wellbeing and their social
behavior both i Iran and abroad. This has resulted in a social cnisis
particularly among the urban middle class and its modern stratum.
which held up the banner of the lalest Iraman utopian sociely before
the latest re-Islamzavon. Todav, many suffer of idenuty crisis. Manv
have ended up life’s spur of the moment and lost their potential for
thinking about a long perspective for the future. Many have ended up
in a moral crisis (chapter 4).

he book concludes with a discussion about how does one solve 1he
difficull and complicated social situation and how pcople from the
urban socicty both mn the country. as well as abroad, will participate in



the design of a new social ideal, in order o escape the social. cultural
and psychological consequences of the disappearance of (he lraman
utopian idcal view (chapier 5).
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